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SarTh as-Sunnah or The Clear Sunnah 

by 'Imam at-Jabarl 

Introduction 

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful: 

May blessings and salutations be sent upon our master Muhammad and upon his people. 

There is no strength nor might except through Allah, the All-High, the Almighty. 

The Shaykh, 'Abu Muhammad al-Hasanu bn il-Husayni bn il-Hasan il-'AsadT informed us: 

My grandfather 'Abul-Qasim il-Husaynu bn ul-Hasani bni Muhammad al-'Asadltold us: 
'Abul-Qasimi 'AITyu bnu 'AbTI-'Ala' told us: 

'Abu Muhammad 'Abd ur-Rahmani bnu 'Uthmani bni 'AbT Nasr told us: 

'Abu Sa'Td 'Amru bnu Muhammadi bni Yahya ad-DaynurT told us, he said: 

[The following] was recited to 'AbT Ja'far Muhammadi bni Jarir at-TabarT while I listened: 

1) All praise is due to Allah, the one who makes plain the Truth and who supports it; the one 
who confutes falsehood and annihilates it; He who chose Islam for Himself as a Din, thus He 
commanded it and encompassed it; He entrusted Himself with preserving it and secured its 
victory over every other Din even if the polytheists detest it. 

Then He selected from His creation Messengers sending them for the purpose of calling towards 
Him; and He commanded them to establish it and to have patience upon all that would come 
upon them again and again from the foolish of His creation. He tried them with the tests of 
various types and He tested them with trials of different kinds- all out of generosity towards 
them and not to humiliate them, as an honor for them not as a loss. 

He elevated some [Messengers] degrees above others, so that the most elevated of them, 
according to Him, was their strongest in accomplishment despite the severity of the tests; and 
the nearest of them to Him in degree and their most excellent in accomplishing what He sent 
him for in spite of the severity of the adversity. 

2) Allah, the lofty and sublime, says to His Prophet SAWS clearly in His Book: 

{So be patient like those who possessed determination among the Messengers } 1 

And he SAWS said to his followers, may Allah be pleased with them: 

{Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while the same has not reached you as [what 
reached] those who have passed before you- extreme poverty and disease touched them and 


1 [al-'Ahqaf: 35] 



they were shaken until the Messenger and those who believed alongside him said: 'When will 
the help of Allah come?'. Is not the help of Allah indeed close by ?} 2 

{Oh you who believe, remember the favor of Allah upon you when armies came to you and We 
sent upon them a wind and an army- you did not see them while Allah is All-Seeing of what 
you do. When they reached you from above and below, when the eyes turned aside, the hearts 
reached the throats and you thought something about Allah- it is there that the Believers were 
tested and shaken terribly} to: {When the Hypocrites and those in whose hearts was a disease 

said ...} 3 

{Do people think that they will be left alone to say 'We believe' while not being tested? And 
we have certainly tested those before them so that Allah might know those who are true and 

that He might know the liars } 4 

3) Thus He, lofty be His praise, did not exempt anyone among His noble Messengers and near 
supporters ['AwITya'] from being tested in worldly-life without delay in order that he might be 
worthy of patience from his Lord with a miracle that has been prepared for him and a station He 
has for him that He decreed for him; then He, exalted is He, produced for every nation of a 
dispatched Prophet scholars from among them as inheritors after them, those who might carry 
out the Din after [Allah] takes [the Prophets] away and takes their souls, those who defend [the 
Din] from divestment and its means, those who protect its limits and laws, those who oppose 
anyone else who rebels and transgresses against it and those who dispel from it the plot of 
Shaytan and his misguidance. 

4) He favored them with the nobility of knowledge; He generously endowed them with the 
dignity of forbearance; He made them into symbols for the Din and its people; [He made them] 
lamps for Islam and correct guidance; [He made them] guides for creation; [He made them] 
leaders and chiefs for the slaves; in times of necessity they are their shelter; in times of disaster 
they are the ones through whom they seek relief; an evil that they flee from themselves cannot 
not praise them when feeling sympathy or compassion for them; and any ugliness attributed to 
it does not deter them from gentleness and graciousness with them; they do not commit 
prohibitions, seeking the great reward of Allah through them prevents them [from doing so]; 
and [rather they] intentionally seek the pleasure of Allah in acceptance of the favor upon them; 
then He, lofty is His praise and His mention, made the scholars of the nation of our Prophet 
SAWS the most superior scholars of all nations which passed before- in terms of what [Allah] 
apportioned to them of stations, degrees, virtues and miracles thus He generously gave them a 
share and portion of [the aforementioned]- along with Allah's testing its honorable by its 
benefits; and His trying its good with its evil; its high-ranking with its lowly and degraded. Thus 
their being praised was not what they were being tested with from them; and whatever they 
encounter throughout their lives from them for the sake of Allah, in terms of His slaves and 
towns, does not deter them from sincere counsel; rather they would refer to their knowledge in 
their ignorance; they would resort to their patience in their foolishness; they would accept their 
virtue over their deficiency. Rather an elder among them would not be pleased with what he 
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brought near to himself from Allah of the favor of those days of his life and what he preserved 
from [his life] of the most valuable material possessions he had before his death until there 
remained footsteps for those after him for the days to follow and guidance for them to the 
correct path. May Allah avail [the scholars] of more benefit from the nation of their Prophet 
than He benefits a scholar of a nation from them; and confer upon them the most abundant 
reward- and may He grant those of us for whom He allocated goodness the likes of what He 
allocated for them; may He join us with their stations, generously bestow on us love of them 
and awareness of their rights, and grant us and all the Muslims refuge from destructive desires 
and misguiding thoughts; indeed He is the One Who Hears supplications. 

5) Then indeed there did not cease after the passing of the Messenger of Allah SAWS being new 
events that transpired in every era and misfortunes that descended in every age- the ignorant 
sought refuge in the knowledgeable of that time. Thus in such a time, the knowledgeable dispels 
the shadow of darkness from the ignorant with the knowledge which Allah bestowed on him 
and His favoring him over others through it- whether by his legacy or his living example. So 
among the earliest of events after the Messenger of Allah SAWS was in developments about 
which his nation disputed, and in which they differed regarding who was the best of them after 
him SAWS, their most deserving of leadership and their most worthy of the Caliphate. 

6) Then there was the question about the actions of the slaves- their acts of obedience and 
disobedience- were they by the decree of Allah and through His power or was the matter in that 
mystery something delegated [to the slaves]? 

7) Then there was the question about Faith- does it consist of statements and actions or just 
statements without actions? Does it increase and decrease or is there no increase or decrease 
for it? 

8) Then there was the question about the Quran- is it created or not? 

9) Then there was the question of the Believers seeing their Lord, exalted is He, on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

10) Then there was the question about their vocalization of the Quran. 

11) Then in our time there took place this foolishness which the people of ignorance and 
stupidity dove into, and the imbeciles and riffraff; they became fatigued with its reckoning and 
weary of its calculation. In [our time] came the question regarding the name of a thing- is it the 
thing itself or something else? And we clarified the correct stance among the [various] views 
about that, if Allah, exalted is He, wills and through Allah is all success. 

The Correct View Regarding the Quran & That It is the Speech of Allah 

12) So we begin first with the [correct] view according to us: the Quran is the Speech of Allah 
and His revelation; since it is from among the significances of His Oneness; then the correct view 
among the [various] statements about that, according to us, is that the Speech of Allah is not 
created in how it is written, wherever recited and in any place read; [whether] found in the 
heaven, memorized in the earth, written in the Preserved Tablet, drawn on the small writing 
tablets of children, etched on stone, hand drawn on a leaf of paper, memorized in the heart, and 



vocalized with the tongue. So whoever says something else or claims that there is a Quran in the 
earth or in heaven other than the Quran which we recite with our tongues or that we write in 
our pages, or a person believes something else in his heart, or he conceals it in himself, or says it 
with his tongue while believing it, then he is a Disbeliever whose blood is permissible; he is free 
from Allah and Allah is free from him, by the words of Allah, lofty and sublime is He: 

{Rather it is a Glorious Quran in a Preserved Tablet } 5 

And He, lofty and sublime is He, said, and His words are the Truth: 

{And if anyone of the polytheists seek refuge, then grant it until he hears the Speech of Allah } 6 

13) So He, lofty be His praise, related that [the Quran] is written in the Preserved Tablet and that 
it is can be heard from the tongue of Muhammad SAWS- and the Quran heard from Muhammad 
SAWS and written in the Preserved Tablet is a single one; likewise it is that which is memorized 
in the hearts and recited on the tongues of the young and old. 

14) 'Abu Ja'far said: so whoever transmits or relates on our authority or speaks against us and 
claims that we say differently than that, then may the curse and anger of Allah be upon him, as 
well as the curse of all who curse, the angels and mankind altogether. Allah will not accept any 
repentance or ransom, and He will tear his cover and expose him publicly on a day when the 
excuses of the oppressors will not benefit them and they will be cursed and have an evil abode. 

15) Musa bnu Sahl ar-RamIT narrated to us, Musa bnu Dawud narrated to us, Ma'bad 'AbO 'Abd 
ir-Rahman narrated to us on authority of Mu'awiyata bni 'Ammar ad-Duhnl, he said: I said to 
Ja'fari bni Muhammad RA: 'They are asking about the Quran- is it created or creator?' So he 
said: 'It is not a creator or created thing, rather it is the Speech of Allah, lofty and sublime is 
He.' 7 

16) Muhammadu bnu Mansur al-'AmulT narrated to us, al-Hakamu bnu Muhammad al-'AmulT 
'Abu Marwan narrated to us, 'Ibn 'Uyaynah narrated to us, he said: I heard 'Amra bna Dinar 
saying: 'I heard our scholars for seventy years saying: 'The Quran is the Speech of Allah- from 
Him it began and to Him it will return'.' 8 

The Correct View Regarding Seeing Allah, Lofty and Sublime is He 

17) As for the correct view among of the various statements about the Believers seeing their 
Lord, lofty and sublime is He, on the Day of Resurrection, and it is our Din through which we 
believe in Allah, which we saw the people of the Sunnah and the main body of Muslims upon- is 
that the people of Paradise will see Him based on the reports that have been authenticated on 
authority of the Messenger of Allah SAWS. 


5 [al-Buruj: 22] 

6 [at-Tawbah: 6] 

7 An authentic and famous report according to al-Bayhaql in his al-'ltiqad 1/107. 

8 A common mistake with this report is saying it was collected by al-BukharT and al-Bayhaql; in fact the 
versions they collected do not include the end wording 'from Him it began and to Him it will return'. A 
separate transmission with that wording is reported with a good chain to Sufyan ath-ThawrT by al-Lalika'T 
in Sharh 'Usuiil-'ltiqad 1/170. 




18) 'Abus-Sa'ib Salmu bnu Junadah narrated to us, 'Ibn Fudayl narrated to us, TamTmu bn ul- 
Muntasir and Mujahidu bnu Musa narrated to us, TamTm said: YazTd related to us, Mujahid said: 
YazTdu bnu Harun narrated to us; [in another chain from at-TabarT] 'Ibn us-Sabbah narrated to 
us, Sufyan, Marwanu bnu Mu'awiyah and YazTdu bnu Harun all narrated to us on authority of 
'Isma'TI bni 'AbT Khalid, on authority of Qaysi bni 'AbT Hazim, on authority of JarTri bni 'Abdi Llahi, 
he said: 'We were sitting near the Messenger of Allah SAWS, when he looked at the moon at 
night during a full moon and said: "Indeed you will see your Lord, lofty and sublime is He, just 
as you see this moon- you will not dispute about seeing Him. So if you are able to resist being 
overcome [by sleep or work] from the prayer before sunrise and sunset, i.e. Fajr and Asr, 
then do so." Then the Messenger of Allah SAWS recited: 

{And glorify your Lord with praise before sunrise and sunset } 9 

And the wording of the narration is that of Mujahid. 10 YazTd said: 'Whoever denies this narration 
then he is free from Allah and His Messenger.' He swore more than once [on that], I [at-TabarT] 
say: The Messenger of Allah spoke the truth and YazTd spoke the truth. 

The Correct View Regarding the Actions of Slaves, i.e. Mankind 

19) As for the correct view among the [various] statements we are aware of, with respect to 
what is differed over of the actions of slaves viz-a-viz their good and evil deeds- then truly all of 
that is from Allah, exalted is He. Allah, glorified is He, is the one who decrees it and arranges it; 
nothing comes to be except with His permission; nothing takes place except by His will; creation 
is His and all affairs are just as He wills. 

20) Ziyadu bnu Yahya al-HassanT and 'Ubaydu Llahi bnu Muhammad al-FiryabT narrated to us, 
they said: 'Abdu Llahi bnu Maymun narrated to us, Ja'faru bnu Muhammad narrated to us, on 
authority of his father, on authority of Jabiri bni 'Abdi Llahi, he said: The Messenger of Allah 
SAWS said: "A slave does not believe until he believes in the Divine Decree, its good and its 
bad, and until he knows that whatever befalls him could not have missed him, and whatever 
misses him could not have befallen him." The wording of the narration is of 'AbTI-Khattab Ziyadi 
bni 'Abdi Llahi. 11 

21) Ya'qubu bnu 'IbrahTm ad-DawraqT narrated to me, 'Ibn 'AbT Hazim narrated to us, my father 
narrated to me, on authority of 'Ibn 'Umar, he said: 'The QadarTyah are the Majus of this nation, 
i.e. the Muslims; so if they get sick do not visit them and if they die do not attend their [Janazah 
or pray over them].' 12 

The Correct View Regarding the Companions of the Messenger of Allah SAWS 


9 [Qaaf: 39] 

10 An authentic narration collected by al-BukharTand Muslim. 

11 An authentic narration due to the mutual strengthening of various routes of transmission as concluded 
by al-'AlbanT in his Silsilat al-'Ahadith is-Sahlhah #2439. 

12 A fair narration collected by al-'lmam 'Ahmad and 'Abu Dawud; see al-'AlbanT's commentary in SahJh al- 
Jami' is-Saghir #4442. 



22) As for the truth with respect to their differing over the best of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah SAWS, then what came from him SAWS and the view which the Salaf 
followed is: 

23) Musa bnu Sahl ar-RamIT and 'Ahmadu bnu Mansuri bni Sayyar ar-RamadT narrated to me, 
they said: 'Abdu Llahi bnu Salih narrated to us, Nafi'u bnu YazTd narrated to me, on authority of 
Zuhrata bni Ma'bad, on authority of Sa'Tdi bn il-Musayyib, on authority of Jabiri bni 'Abdi Llahi, 
the Messenger of Allah SAWS said: "Indeed Allah, lofty and elevated is He, prefers my 
Companions over all creation, aside from the Prophets and Messengers, and He prefers from 
among my Companions 'Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 'Uthman and AIT, may Allah be pleased with them. 
So He made them the best of my Companions while there is good in all of my Companions. He 
preferred my nation over the rest of the nations and among my nation. He preferred four 
generations after my Companions- the first, second and third generations that were in 
succession, and the fourth which was not." 13 

24) And likewise we say: thus the best of his Companions SAWS are: as-Siddlq 'Abu Bakr, then al- 
Faruq 'Umar after him, then Dhun-Nurayn 'Uthmanu bnu 'Affan, then 'Amir al-Mu'minln and 
the 'Imam of the Pious 'AITyu bnu 'AbTfalib, may Allah be pleased with them all. 

25) As for the view most deserving of being correct according to us, in terms of the 
disagreement over who was most worthy of the Imamate among the Companions, then it is 
those who say: 

26) Muhammadu bnu 'Umarat al-'AsadT narrated to me, 'Ubaydu Llahi bnu Musa narrated to us, 
Hashraju bnu Nubatah narrated to us, Sa'Tdu bnu Jamhan narrated to me, on authority of 
Safinah- the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah SAWS: "The Caliphate will be in my nation 
for 30 years, then after that will be kingdoms." Safinah said to me: 'The Caliphate of 'Abu Bakr 
will persist for two years; the Caliphate of 'Umar for ten years; the Caliphate of 'Uthman for 
twelve years; and the Caliphate of 'AIT for six years.' He said: 'So I waited and found it was for 30 
years.' 14 

The Correct View Regarding Faith and Its Rise and Fall 

27) As for the whether Faith consists of statements and actions and whether it rises and falls or 
not- then indeed the correct view is that of those who say: it is statements and actions and it 
rises and falls. Reports saying as much came on authority of a group of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah SAWS, and the people of Din and virtue concluded it as well. 

28) Muhammadu bnu 'AITyi bn il-Hasani bni ShaqTq narrated to us, he said: we asked 'Abu 'Abdi 
Llahi 'Ahmada bna Hanbal, may Allah have mercy on him, about Faith, in terms of the meaning 
of its rising and falling, and he said: 'Al-Hasanu bnu Musa al-Ashyab narrated to us, Hammadu 
bnu Salamah narrated to us, on authority of 'Abu Ja'far al-KhatmT, on authority of his father, on 
authority of his grandfather 'Umayri bni Habib, he said: 'Faith rises and falls'. Then it was said: 


13 A weak report due to the weakness of 'Abdu Llahi bnu Salih; however the meaning is sound as found in 
authentic narrations collected by al-Bukhari#3655 and Muslim #2536. 

14 A fair narration collected by at-Tirmidhi and al-'lmam 'Ahmad #21928; al-'Arna'ut concluded the grade 
based on testifying narrations. 



'How does it rise and fall?' He said: 'When we remember or mention Allah thus we praise and 
glorify Him, then that is its rising; and when we are heedless, we neglect and we forget to do so, 
then that is its falling'.' 15 

29) 'AITyu bnu Sahl ar-RamIT narrated to us, al-Walldu bnu Muslim narrated to us, he said: I 
heard al-'Awza'T and Malika bna 'Anas and Sa'Tda bna 'Abd il-'AzTz, may Allah have mercy on 
them, reject the statement of those who say: 'Indeed Faith is established without actions', and 
[rather] they say: 'There is no Faith except through actions and no actions except through 
Faith.' 16 

30) As for the correct view regarding a slave's vocalization of the Quran, then there is no report 
we know of on authority of the Companions that has passed nor Tabi'T who has judged except 
[we have something] on authority of one who has adequacy and remedy in his views, may Allah 
have mercy on and be pleased with him; one in whom there is correct and right guidance in 
following him and one whose views are, according to us, the position of the first scholars- 'Abu 
'Abdi Llahi 'Ahmada bni Muhammadi bni Hanbal, may Allah be pleased with him. 

31) For indeed 'Abu 'Isma'TI at-Tirmidhl narrated to me, he said: I heard 'Abu 'Abdi Llahi 
'Ahmada bna Hanbal saying: 'The LafzTyah [those who say: 'My vocalization of the Quran is 
created'] are JahmTyah as well due to the statement of Allah, lofty be His Name: 

{...until he hears the Speech of Allah } 17 

So from whom does he hear?' 

32) Then I heard a group of our companions whose names I do not remember mentioning on his 
authority that he used to say: 'Whoever says, 'my vocalization of the Quran is created', then he 
is a JahmT. And whoever says, 'it is not created', then he is an innovator.' 

33) There is no statement about that which is correct for us to say, since we have no 'Imam 
[whose views] we implement except his [i.e. 'Imam 'Ahmad]; and in [his views] there is 
sufficiency [for action] and prevention [from action]; and he is an 'Imam who is followed, may 
Allah have mercy on and be pleased with him. 

34) As for the correct view regarding the names [of things]- is [Allah] the name assigned or not? 
Then indeed it is from the newly invented foolishness about which there are no reports to be 
followed, nor is there a view from an 'Imam to be listened to. Thus delving into it is ugly and to 
remain silent about it is beautiful. 

35) With regards to [the topic] it suffices as knowledge and as a statement for a man that he 
conclude at the statement of Allah, lofty and sublime is His praise, the Truthful: 

{Say: Call upon Allah or call upon the Most Merciful. Whichever you call upon Him by, then 
[know] that He has the most excellent names } 18 


15 This appears to be a good chain to the Companion 'Umayri bni Habib. 

16 A fair chain. 

17 [at-Tawbah: 6] 

18 [al-'lsraa': 110] 



{And Allah has the most excellent names, so call upon Him by them } 19 


[It suffices a person on the subject] to know that his Lord is the one who is firmly established 
upon the Throne: 

{To Him belongs what is in the heavens and earth, what is between them and what is under 

the ground } 20 

Whoever goes beyond that then he has failed, lost, gone astray and is destroyed. 

36) So let those who witness from among you inform- oh people, those who avoid us then keep 
away or those who draw near then come close- that which we believe in Allah, with respect to 
the things we mentioned is what we have clarified for you, in the manner we described. Thus 
whoever transmits from us contrary to that, attributes to us something else or wrongly ascribes 
another statement to us regarding the above, then he is a slandering liar, an aggressive 
fabricator, who incurs the dissatisfaction of Allah; and upon him is the anger of Allah and His 
curse in both abodes, i.e. this life and the next. It is a duty upon Allah [not mankind] to furnish 
examples for the transmissions which the Messenger of Allah SAWS related and supersede what 
the Prophet of Allah SAWS reported with His own examples on top of what he SAWS reported. 

37) 'Abu Ja'far said: And that is what 'Abu Kurayb narrated to us, al-Muharibl narrated to us, on 
authority of 'Isma'TIa bni 'Ayyash al-HimsT, on authority of Tha'labata bni Muslim al-Khath'amT, 
on authority of 'Ayyuba bni Bushayr al-'ljll, on authority of Shufayyi bni Mati' al-'Asbahl, he said: 
The Messenger of Allah SAWS said: "Four things will bother the people of the Hell-Fire beyond 
what they will already be suffering as they are jogging between scalding water [al-HamTm] 
and the blazing fire [al-JahTm], calling out in distress and that they be destroyed. Some of the 
people of the Hell-Fire will say to each other: 'What is with these? They are harming us on top 
of what we are already suffering.' Thus there will be a man with a box of coals closed over 
him; a man with this intestines spilling out [of him]; a man with pus and blood flowing out of 
his mouth; and a man eating his own flesh. So [the people of Hell-Fire] will say to the one in 
the box: 'What is the matter with this destroyed person 21 - he has harmed us on top of what 
we are already suffering?' So they will say: 'Indeed this destroyed person died and on his neck 
was the wealth of others, i.e. he owed debts.' And it will be said to the one whose intestines 
are spilling out: 'What is the matter with this destroyed person- he has harmed us on top of 
what we are already suffering?' They will say: 'Indeed this destroyed person used to not 
relieve himself except that if he got urine on himself, he would not wash it off.' And it will be 
said to the one who has pus and blood flowing out of his mouth: 'What is the matter with this 
destroyed person- he has harmed us on top of what we are already suffering?' They will say: 
'Indeed this destroyed person used to look to every statement unprecedented in shame and 
relish it as he enjoyed abominable and false speech.' And it will be said to the one who is 
eating his own flesh: 'What is the matter with this destroyed person- he has harmed us on top 


19 [al-'A'raf: 180] 

20 [Ta' Ha': 6] 

21 Literally 'farthest', i.e. from good; it also means 'most destroyed'. 




of what we are already suffering?' They will say: 'Indeed this destroyed person used to walk 
around with gossip and eat the flesh of others'." 22 

38) Khaladu bnu 'Aslam narrated to us, on authority of an-Nadri bni Shumayli bni Harashah, on 
authority of Musa bni 'Uqbah, on authority of 'Umara bni 'Abdi Llah il-'AnsarT, on authority of 
'AbTd-Darda', on authority of the Messenger of Allah SAWS: "He who mentions a person as 
having some deficiency that he in fact does not possess in order to discredit him, Allah will 
imprison him in the Hell-Fire until what he said about him comes true 23 ." 24 

39) Muhammadu bnu 'Awf at-fa'I and Muhammadu bnu Muslim ar-RazT narrated to us, they 
said: 'Abul-MughTrah 'Abd ul-Qudusi bn ul-Hajjaj narrated to us, Safwanu bnu 'Amr narrated to 
us, he said: Rashidu bnu Sa'd and 'Abd ur-Rahmani bnu Nufayr narrated to me, on authority of 
'Anasi bni Malik, he said: the Messenger of Allah SAWS said: "When I was ascended, I passed by 
people who had fingernails of copper scratching their chests. So I said: "Who are these 
[people], oh JibrTI?" He said: "These are the ones who eat the flesh of people and backbite 
them"." 25 

40) 'AITyu bnu Sahl ar-RamIT narrated to us, al-Walldu bnu Muslim narrated to us, on authority of 
'Uthmana bni 'AbTI-'Atikah, on authority of 'AbT 'Umamah RA, he said: 'The Messenger of Allah 
SAWS came to Baqf al-Gharqad 26 and stopped at two wealthy graves. He then said: "Did you 
burry so-and-so [male] and so-and-so [female] here?" Or he said: "So-and-so and so-and-so 
[both males]?" They said: 'Yes, oh Messenger of Allah'. He said: "So-and-so is right now being 
sat up and struck". Then he said: "By He in whose Hands is my soul, he is being struck so hard 
that there remains no limb except it is broken; his grave is emanating fire; and he has let out a 
scream so loud that all of creation hears it except Jinn and mankind. If only it would not 
disturb your hearts and unnecessarily increase you in discussion you would hear what I hear". 
Then he said: "He is being struck right now. At this very moment he is being struck". Then he 
said: "By He in whose Hands is my soul, he is being struck so hard that there remains no bone 
except it is broken; his grave is emanating fire; and he has let out a scream so loud that all of 
creation hears it except Jinn and mankind. If only it would not disturb your hearts and 
unnecessarily increase you in discussion you would hear what I hear". They said: 'Oh 
Messenger of Allah, what was their sin?' He said: "As for so-and-so, he would not keep clear 
from urine. As for the other [so-and-so male or female], then he used to eat the flesh of 
others".' 27 

41) Muhammadu bnu YazTd ar-Rafi'T narrated to us, 'Ibn Fudayl narrated to us, Muhammadu bn 
ul-'Ala' narrated to us, 'Aswadu bnu 'Amir narrated to us, 'Abu Bakri bnu 'Ayyash narrated to us- 


22 A weak narration due to the anonymity of Tha'labata bni Muslim and the fact that it is Mursal, i.e. 
Shufayyu bnu Mati' is a Tabi'T reporting directly from the Prophet SAWS. 

23 AI-MunawT states that this is metonymy implying his punishment will be perpetual or unending since 
what was said was false and something false could never become true. Declared 'weak' by al-'AlbanT in 
Da'iif al-Jami' #5584. 

24 A weak narration; see al-'AlbanT's comment in Ghayat al-Maram #437. 

25 An authentic narration; see al-'AlbanT's grade and comments in Silsilat al-'Ahadith is-SahJhah #533. 

26 Literally, the Place of the Roots of Boxthorns', the famous cemetery in Medina. 

27 A weak narration; 'Uthmana bni 'AbTI-'Atikah did not hear directly from 'AbT 'Umamah RA; see the 
commentary on this book by Badri bn Yusuf al-Ma'tuq. 



all on authority of al-'A'mash, on authority of Sa id! bni 'Abdi Llahi, on authority of 'AbT Barzat al- 
'AslamT, he said: The Messenger of Allah SAWS said to us: "Oh people, whoever believes with 
his tongue while Faith does not enter his heart, should [at the very least] not backbite 
Muslims or chase after their defects. For indeed whoever hunts their defects, Allah will chase 
after his; and the One who hunts his weakness will expose him even if he is in the middle of 
his home." 28 


28 An authentic narration due to corroborating reports; see al-'Arna'ut's commentary to this narration in 
Musnad 'Ahmad #19776. 



